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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

This is an Information Disclosure Statement filed in accordance with 37 CFR 
1.97(b) and 37 CFR 1.98. 

Attached is a Form PTO/SB/08 identifying each of the five (5) references cited 
in the International Search Report issued by the European Patent Office on 
November 24, 2003 in connection with the above-identified International Application. 
The relevancy of these five references to the claims of the international application 
can be seen from the enclosed copy of that Search Report, wherein the references 
are indicated as being either in Category X or category Y, with the exception of 
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French reference 2 730 714, which is indicated to be in Category A with regard only 
to claim 7. 

No copy of any of the five identified references cited in the International 
Search Report is enclosed since copies are presumed to already be in the file due to 
having been forwarded by the European Patent Office as a result of an existing 
treaty. However, if no such copies of the references are in the file and a copy of one 
or both of these references is desired, please request a copy of the desired 
reference from undersigned counsel and it will be supplied. 

Attached Form PTO/SB/08 also identifies two German references, i.e., DE 
198 16 736 A1 and DE 40 04 353 A1 , that are cited and discussed on page 1 of the 
present application, and U.S. Patent No. 6,145,917, which was cited in an Office 
Action issued by the German Patent Office in connection with the counterpart 
German Application the right of priority of which are claimed for the present 
application. 

Copies of these two above identified German references are attached. 
However, no copy of the above mentioned U.S. Patent is enclosed since such is not 
required. 

Since all requirements for the filing of Information Disclosure Statements have 
been complied with, it is requested that the Examiner consider each of the identified 
references and indicate such consideration by enclosing a properly initialed copy of 
the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08 with the initial Office Action. 
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*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
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